
THE WIDOW
PEPPER'S^TACTICS.

They Brought Quick Results In
Two Love Affairs.

By HARRIET WHITNEY.
It »»( 7 o'clock Monday morning,

and the smoke of I^nii/.y ('ot ton wood h

wash lire In tin- hack yard was thread

Bag its hltip haze Into iho fresh, early
nir.

I.unity's father, I.yinnn Cottonwood,
atrwYlag out cross lots, lagged a little
while he startiil his after breakfast
COO pipe. His gale dwelt ruminative
ly u|«>n the bag ash hopper n feu mo-

Beats, then traveled hack to the form
of his daughter Just appearing from the
smokehouse with a tub In her arms.

"I.onlzy!"
The young woman turned her head

around, .set her tub upon a backless
chair and came forward, her low, flat
shoes patting softly over the short
"goose grass." Her figure looked skimp
Id its blue calico washing gown; her
locks were heiupy in color Bad not too

plentiful; she bad guldens! them up]
high and lariated them so tightly that'
the outer corners of her eyes were

drawn upward like those of u Chinese
woman.
"I.ouizy," said her father, leaning tin

elbow on a corner of the bopper. "1
was golu" lo tell you nn' ftaCgOt; the'
Widder Topper's BTQlbs' up today fcr
a basket of windfall Spy apples to

make duuiplin's. tin' I getter be at:
Harris" all day helpin' thrash. Toe
show >r where the good ones is at. an'
don't you sass 'er none. You under
s'and?"

,"1 ain't carfn.' how many Spy apples
she gathers. Reckon apples wasn't
the only thing you an' her was settlin"
about yes'day evenin'."
"TTair* Ijaaae looked off slantwise

across the hopper -"I got er penned
up es eteet es you ever kin pen :t wo-

man. The darne<l contrary birds won't
never give you n sipiare out 'yes' tell
after the preacher's sent fer. Hut you!
kin count on bavin' a stepmn before
pumpkins is rii»>."

"I wouldn't think, then, paw"
Loolay's voice became mildly reproach-
fill- "secln' bow happy you're a goin'
to be. you'll begrutcb me- an'- no'.
Snm".
Her father came up from bis luting

Ing attitude with a jerk.
"I.ouizy .lane Cottonwood. how many

times I gotter tell you that's difTrnnt''
Now. listen yere"-he ticked off his
points with the forefinger of his right
band in the spread palm of the left."1
told you the w hut fors an' w by sos yes'
day, an' Hint's miff said. An" now lis¬
ten at this: Kf I don't find Sam I»or-
klns at Harris' thrashin' today It's n

sign he's over yere. an' cf he Is you'll
see me back, an' you'll see tin- iM.itnce
Bam over the fence Into the bresb

quick enough to jolt his ears crooked
Now, mind wbuf I've told you."
Houizy sheil so many tears over her

wash that morning that when Ihe fat
little Widow Pepper came with her
basket she cast many sharply inquisi¬
tive glances at the nil rings of the
forlorn maiden's eyes.
"l.ooky here. I.ouizy Cotlouwood."

said she at length as the two trudged
up to the orchard, "you ain't been
ertin' the baby Cuts«' your paw wants
to tnnrry ag'fn. bee you?"

I.ouizy slmok her held.
"I wouldn't care I speck if he mar¬

ried tomorrow if he'd have tin- man

ners to leave tue an" Sam Perkins
alone "

"Humph"' said the whlow. "Whut's
he lay in' no against Sam?"
"Nothln" particklcr. bag he 'lows

there's no sense of me n tnarryln' fer
half s dozen years er so. lie's count-1
In" on takln' a lot of city folks to

Isvtrd of summers nfter yon an' him
sir married, an' be says two women "II
be needed to cook fer 'em "

"Well. 1 sny!" Mrs Phelw» Pepper
brought the exclamation out with a

rhop Then she sfopt>od in th" path
»nd laughed with a boartlpcss that
thresfenetl lo break her spron string*.
Mr« PepjxT was short and wide, and'
her little roiinil. dark face expressed a|
mlTtnre of g'*>d nature, shrewdness
snd o|«st|na-y
"He's a cnrio»is old plant, yonr now'

Is." snfd "be. "but I've fist got this to!

say: Kf any mm o' mine ever takes)
any summer l»>arders be'II do the

rookin' er else he'll bjng II done."
l/tnlry shf"ik her herid dissentinglr
.Vott'll think dlfTerent wh«m pawl

gets yon."
"He nln'f cot me vtt " «ald the wVt-j

ow cheerfully 'tooky here, l.onizy.
how old air »oo'-"
'Thirty three." confessed louizv.

with a -light Ititish
"The law me' An' yon're seared to

n-arry without yosir paw says yen
WmT
The hinsh widened, taking in I.onl

ry's ears
"Ton don't know pew." said she dla

malty
"Tonldn'l ne«re than kW row. could

ber
-gonae folks" toAgues H worse than

klllln'
The widow Imdjed forward in silent

self communion wht» h lasted nntli

they reached the Nähern Spv spot'
free l^mlrv hojratt in All Ihe basket
with Hie bright streaked windfalls. t«|t
Mrs Pennet pinniped herself down
comfortably Intn the cbrree

' Sam liorVlts Is goin' on forty."* anht
.he ntedllatltett "He's a sight nlajhof,
lo my as* than y«wr»

"

I.onirv jsinsed snddentv in her task
end "ooi'd unestlonlngly »< the wkgww

¦lib. i was fest a think in '.'" the isttet
etseee- ed '"Sfelewaty htrtns? tnlcSby tHbs
a Mtf apple. "Mm am" Urn wan alien

food friends. Rettor «top now, Loulzy.
That's many es I kin pack."

I.yraan Coltonwood was lu the nar¬

row lane between his turnip field aud
bis tobacco pateb stopping a gap tn
the fenee when a thudding of feet on
the mellow earth drew tils attention.
A broad shouldered fellow was swing¬
ing briskly along with an ax on his
shoulder
"Hello, I'm-' Lyme:" he hailed cheer¬

fully.
"Here, you. Wtm norklns'" I.vtnau

barred his way with belligerent el¬
bows '"J'lils \ere lime s a private one,
ef j-ou wunt to know It. mi' you's gut¬
ter kii'p way from I/mir.y Cottonwood
whether you want to know- it er not."

"I ain't a goln' to tote the lime off
with iii<-. ner LanUajl either. I wasn't
nlmlu' to stop yere. Iildn't know es

I'd spile the lane goln' through It to
the Widder Copper's."
"Widder Pepper's"' bawled Lyman

treatieslly. \viiut business you gidn'
anywhere nigh the Wiibler l'cp|ier'.'"
"Come, now. I'nrlp Lyme," grinned

Sum; "don't bev a tit. Iteekon 1 kin
go chop a little Btai e wo<«| for a good
liHikin' wlddor without you ftoppin' up
like a skyrocket I've k nowed the Wid¬
der n-tunny a year."

"I don't care n con InLed turnip seed
whut you've knowad." foamed Lyman.
"The Widder kin git stove wood with
out you a rattta* It. Vou take an' let
that Widder aioM er you shuck off jer
coat mi' watch out for me."
"Sure now." returned Sinn, "you

know I'm a younger man ii you. I'ticle
Lyme. Heiter net lx- too biggoty. You
may think you're the only speckled
bean in the bill, but Widders is notlon-
Bted an' klu fly about t'other way es

easy SS a llapjiick. An" the country's
free, es Fro hoard say. There's BO
statute Hint says two men shan't

spark one w Uhler, mi' I reckon my
chances Is good es yoiirn ef I choose
M slake 'em right hearty. You kin
feme me off Iron la'iilzy. but you
i'ii n't fenee in«' off from i ho wlddor."

"I kin send you flyin' over them
mils," declared Lyman w r.ithftilly.
"Well. now. I ain't right shore It 'd

he c'.ikI policy to tackle the job," said
BOSS arguiiiflitutively. "Yon got right
smart of rhoumatiz. ye know. Uncle
Yytiie Ye BSiffM pitch BSC over an'

ye mightn't. Now. I'll tell you whnt.
The Widders in need of stOVO wood.
I shall go there an' cut It for her an'

stay to sSnaper r else I'll loan you my
ax an' leave yon go cut Ibe wood for
her, au° I'll go in an* talk to Louir.y
a spelt Wblchii ii beT
Lyasaa leaaed against the rail fence,

bis brain whizzing with new battery
Ideas. The desirability of the widow
bad increased tenfold sluice this bold
rival had proclaimed himself so deter¬
minedly. What was Louizy in com¬

parison? The Ideas rame to a focus.
He stepped forward resolutely.
"Han' over the ax.'' ho said briefly,

"an' go long iu. Loaisy's kroala*. You
an' her kin BB es big f<M>ls es you
want."
W hen Mrs PaetM Topper, looking

from bor doorway, saw- Mr. Lymau
Cattoaarood coining up the walk with
Sam's ax on hi* shoulder bor blink

eyes sparkled with fun
"I 'lowed that would fetch Lyme ef

Sam worked it nil right." she said to

herself, with a smothered chuckle,
"an' mighty lucky thing for I^tuizy
Cettaasraod her future ssasaamarä got
a lectio grain a' gumption, seein' I/iui/y
don't know- no nioro 'n a goslln' how
to tend to her own love affairs."

The Woman and the Serpent.
I*. T. Humum and bis wife wore

very fond of the gifted sisters Alice
and liioebo t'nry. who often visited
them at Rridgo|«>rt. To a friend the
famous showman once remarked:
"Alice was the more thoughtful, while
Phoebe was always bubbling over

with gocd spirits and wit. I never

knew a brighter woman. One day i
was taking her and some friends
through my museum At the bosd of
the stair* was the cage containing 'the
happy family.' whiefj 1:1 ;¦:¦!--«! owls,
cats, mi' e. serpents ami other crea¬

tures generally mortal enemies, but
all living In ;>erfoct harmony, mainly
l»e.-aiiso wo kept them so stuffed with
ft*«J th.it they had 110 temptation to

prey 01: or,. another The cage stood
directly nt the head of the stnlrs. and
just as we renewed the top a big ser

pent strofchisl Its head townrd Pbocl«e
Forgetting the glass that separated
them, she was so startled that she nt
terod a ¦» rrnin and would have fallen
bfiek.vr.ird do-ire the stop« had I n«t
raucht her ?/t»klng np fn me. she
sskl Tbank r-n. Mr Bsrnum! Bit
remoml>rr tint I am not the first wo.

msn that the ..orpof,t has caused to

M' ¦

An Infantil« C"o.on«it«.
. Well, really. I oti't say that I think

th»' ho looks |n«f like any ««ne In par
Ik-nlar." said the tiniltm of Master
«e~«»rge Herl«-rt Sanderson Sprigains.
feair wefks "bl to a caller who was

having the iirlc liege of «eHng tö-ora»
Herl«>f1 Sanderson Spriggius for the
first time T don't think that ho has

his father's rain, »'".d his »ose I« jrtst
like my rather «. ami hl« eyes remind
n»e of my «Mer Helen« The «hspe
of his face t. « good den* tike bis fa
ther's hrntber Jn-s. and sometimes
when ho Ianeh« bo reminds me of my
lirnther Ted Often *hm he rs asleep
I think that he resemMe« my Sssrk*
George, and sgaln he has a war of
half closing hts c»e« that makes m»

think of |,la crandfather Sfrlggln« I
think be Is growing to look more like
my «lde of Ibo how ric-j»ilng for the

npper pan af ht« face, and that re

mlnd« me nf hi* father * family. Rllll
I esn't «ny that be really sank« Jost
Hke any one bnt himself nnleaa It ts

my «mn 1 F*«'« Htik. bov arrange
Bow fameW eeseailfiane««« erwp oat tt»
assee tssMea. bmt tt~ - PRMIH

a t» .*. t~ .

Are Playgroui
a Good

When a it v i>r»:aii izn* loit asks the
public tw financial MinianTt. the buai-,
Hess nun lire naturally anxious to]
kino* whether or not they are gel tine,
a fair return for the MM} they out
into that organization The above!
emotion has been asked in all ser

lousness by some all«l 1,1 other ways

by others. The question lias been put
to me on in ire than one occasion, and!
I know there are ninny who have
asked themselves Hie ipieslion Win)
would like to be informed on the sub
Ject. To all such, from whatever mo

tive they arc led tir" seek in orination
I kCg leave to submit the following
Children are heller in playgr iutid <

than in prison It is better for the
comirunity to have the i Inldrcii e\cr

ising "ii ladders, horizontal bars and.
-wings, than to have them haunting'

the doors of pool rooms or smoking
cigarettes in the hidden shadows.
Children with plenty of playgrounds
have a better chance with life than
children without. Most children are
without unlets the community pro
vides them. It is cheaper to amuse
ban to arrest. It is cheai»er to de-'
velop than dwarC It is cheaper loj
avc them than iff sink them, and it

la infinitely better.
No one will take issue on any of

the above potBta, and 1 am sure most
jv'HI cincede the correctness of the
several statements made. Some will
argue that it is not necessary to have
playgrounds in so small a place as

Newport News, that they are all
light for the chiloren of the large
it ics but not necessary here. Wherein
do the children of Newport News
differ from the children of our great1
cities? Why are playgrounds neces-
^«Uy ami beneficial there but not1
[here? In several cities, some not'
»ny larger than Nrwp-irt where
uvenile crime, most of it of a minor
lature confined almost exclusively to
nisdemi atmrs. reached such propor
lions that spec ial courts were created
to handle juvenile cases only, and
where they employ probatiot: and
truant officers ami are in a pooit I'm
Si sta'e authoritatively from the
carefully kept rt cords which they
have srient years in compiling, that
ir. >nt|e <rime. truancy and delin

cjn- i:« \ have decreased as playgrounds
in rca.e d

(it mine I do not mean to contend
Jaa! a*"tfe«* children have plavgrounds
¦i' « v ill haunt ikhjI -ooirts. >ro ke
isarrttes or commit petty crimes. I

Longest Lawsuit
rllK concluding statement has

Just been made of the lonaest
lawsuit in the world, which

i.a< been landing in the courts of
'devn o for the past three hundred
»nd forty years. The suit was over

he boundary line between two towns,
i'odoi ome and Munn. and both towns
.eld titles to the same land, the con

lb line grants being made bv the co

onial government The titles of pri
.ate properties were also involved.
The suit dragged on for the first

hundred tears, several legal
.as-ed and still the suit »as onset
led All during this lime the resident»
.i both cities were a Tired against
a.-1 other, and manv ronnirts have
aken place since the matter was

"lr>»l brought to the eves of the Mex
'in «Our:* The matter was Anally
aid before 'be people of the two
owns. an-C af.rr manv conferences,
i settlement of the >ase was reached,
end the soli in court was formally
dismis-d fresidtnt Ina* had a

hand in the settlement, being a native
>f ihr town of Vodoeome.

Cook With <;aa.

Just Try U. B. 8. Special.

Cook With 'ma.

*oat Try G. H 8. »aaarml.

ids
Investment?

do contend that children tM like BN
in many ros|>ec t1. ami must have
¦MM way In wht< Ii to work off llirtr
surplus stored up earrgjf, U they are

|HflllI4l4 with names of a wholesome
itinoet nt character under proemf sup
crvisiou ami influence they can work
off this energy tn ilieir heiietll ami
»Ith >itt annoyance or injure lo the
i ommiinity. Then- are other ways
for them lo tin this, hut asule from
work none has heeii found to eipial
the playground As -non as one Is
loiiml w hich Is siipi rlor we ill adopt
it not only in Newport Newa but
throughout the entire country.
So many have expressed to us IheIf

approval of Ihe work as carrh d on

Ihm year ami hav toM us It would
he the grossest injustice not only
against the children hut against our

Smith.

selves if we failed to carry on the
work again this year, we have decid
ed to undertake the task again not
only the supervision hut Biso the
liliancing. It is to he 1io|k-iI that our

"city fathers" will provide the linanc
ial siipi>ort tor this work and that in
future years we will not have lo re

sort to private soliciting for a pooltr
institution. We will continue tn ear

ry on this work as long as the paeaM
oils pulilie spirited citizens who havi
expressed the aliovc mentioned OOBtl
menls support us.
Taking the question of wlie.ucr lln

playgrounds are a good investment
from a narrow flna/iciai v icw poi n t

alone ami one is bound to answer in
the affirmative or taking it from th<
I roader standpoint of mental, physt
cal end moral culture attained by
those using the grounds and one is
forced to answer the same way.
Now for a few figures to sub

Mantiate my argument that play¬
grounds are a |-aying investment and
pay well.

Visits to playgrounds last season
4.'i.<MMI.
Amount expo ib-d for maintanauc«

less than $>S'Hi.
Cost |>er visit per child less than

1 1-3 cents.
The board of managers is o|ien t>

suggestion'- of mats apn means ot

making the grounds more efficient and
of maintaining them more economic a'
ky. To all th->so who think Hie ground
were a failure last season or won

to extiavagantly conducted, we asaii
Invite your attention to the almve fie
tires and urge yonr criticism anil sug
gostion.

ht'GKNK Q t\IN<;

Saloons in New York
Todav t|ier<- are fewer saloons in

the 13 Southern slates than In Great

er Ni'» York and only a tew mor«

than in the t'.tv of Chlraco. In Ne»

York th«ro are an.»*»« jiacs when

Ibjtior .. sold in Chicago 2». a'.-

the entire Sou-h only 2!».'hsi in N"< »

York s'a'e ihe estimated (population
in Ml »-¦- I i'.o.iten. and the govern
m»-nt issue I in the state that yra'
34 wm "special tax stamps" to |ier
sons ilesirmc .. mw m 'he manu

failure an I sale of linjuors. The R
Sontheim VssWesV, with 23.'»'ei mm pfSj
pie. ternrid in IPOs less 'ban Jw.nss
stamp

S'atu« of the Snail.
In Kratie. ihe Minister of .tgrxttt

Hire lias made a careful examination
of the suhjr- I of snails and ha« rs

tahlisbed a bgal statue of Ihe snail.
He In- i. d a circular staune 'hs
¦nails are to be define*! s» animal*
injurious to vegetation, and therefore
legall'. oilipit to .rapture and dr

«'ru< n ai all times Snails are on'

Of the favorite dishes for the tsble in

Frante. In the winter of Iftne th>

lonsumpiion 'd I he delicate focal
rmotinwd t.i *'*"» loa* hnt since tha'
lime the amount ha« dtm'ni»h«n

¦£ ii- .ti saolla are reeelved an

nuallv i« th« Halle. < cat rates, the

greatest markst hl Paria

Wall. Doxey & Walt The Busy Store

AN EXCEPTIONALLY NEAT AM) SERVICE¬
ABLE HOUSE DRESS

Tlw material la check Chambrav. of good <iualir\ Hlack and white,
hlui' and white, small, medium and laiKe i lin U One piece atyIt*.
.Wat trimming of contrasting color.$1.75

LADIES DUTCH NECK WAISTS
A las, mating model of Sheer V> rst.ui. u.ade wi:h plcttv Hutch tuck,
with Hutch eollar ami turn hae' CttjsTl Threc-ipiartcr sleeves and
.wick pocket. Triuiiuou with w.Mtc, Idue and helm!tope. Kyelel em¬

broidery .98c

Watt, Doxey & Watt
3909-11 Washington Ave. Newport News, Va.

One Thousand Dollars Saved
< Karh Vi-.'ir in Ueul).

This means that we tan sell you 11 piano at a much smaller

price IkM others that pay it large rent, tlcl Ihe pi Ices lio-n othera

then get ours. We guatantce to save you from $.¦'< to flco on any

piano in stock. This week specials:
One Slieff (Might!* used I .1225
OH J, A, t\ Flehet (Slightly used I .17S
(.tie Sterling (Slightly used 1 . 100
Two r.ilumbus (Slightly used. M
One l-akesldc. new; worth |4M.300
Two Our Special; worth |3ht....250

Other new ami silgktlj use d piamts at 11 great reduction. O.ir
QUABANTKE given with every piano sold. Wt make the terms

to suit you. W illi evciv piano we give stool, si ntf and tuning one

year free. .

The Fergusson Music Co.
(Next to Hiflh Schocl )

Citr. Phone No. 90. No. 227 Thirty-first St.

¦ -I- i_ mm -I- -r-r r ti

flaybe-
There are questions
you'd like to ask
about your printing.
We will be glad to
give any information
desired and furnish
you with an esti«
mate on any work
you may contem¬
plate having done.

Warwick Printing Co.,
bbu ewk 123 126 Tvventv-si\th St.

THE MEN WHO MANAGE THE AFFAIRS OF

CITIZENS AND MARINE BANK
Are men nottd for their businr.-s ability and experience and the lead¬

ing cilixens of Newport News.

DIRECTORS
T. M. Benson, D. S. Jones, H. E. Parker, L. P. Stearnes,

' A. C. Garrstt, A. B Mallett, Elias Peyser. W. B. Vest,

j E. T. Ivy, J. A. Mass e. Edwin Philips, Ceo. B. Waat.

I Citizens & Marine Bank
Newport News, Va.

"Schmelz Brothers, Bankers"
Stands for

Satisfactory Service
and

Four Per Cent. Interest
The Largest and Strongest Bank In the City

Ample Guarantee!
Tb« renooTree of the FIRST NATIONAL SANK, of Newport

News, are atnpl» guarantee of Its Financial strength. Tour account

an>l hanking business invited.

The First National Bank
United States Depositary. Mas* met ajewa. Va,

CAPITAL, «1000)00; OUR PLUM* 00.000

EISENMAN'S NEW IN¬
STEP STRAP PUMP

For Ladies.

shl.h Insures against slipping
at the heel, bulging at the sides.
Makes the foot look small and
dainty. Carried In welts and
turns Pat. colt, Demi and
Russian rate, Any wlata you
you desire.

PS
SHOE PALACE,

26th St. A Washington Ave

^_

"'WOOD
i cord Pine Wood $1.78
J cord Mixed Wood $1.80
i cord Oak 'Vood $1.88

.No Extra Charge for Splitting.
All coal well screened and kept un

der sheds, both wood and coal bolni
delivered perfectly dry.

DISTILLED ICE CO.
35th St. and C. A O. Ry.

Bell 'Phone 98. Cits. 'Phone 30*

A Pleasant Surprise
That's what you've got comls'

when you get your first month s ga
MS for cooking and lightning.
We venture the opinion tuat it wi''

not be one half as largo aa you e>
tected It would be.

If you think that gas is too as

pensive for you to use for cookin
why not satisfy yourself on tba
point?
Weil charge you nothing for tell

lng you about what the amount <

gas you'd likely use would coat yo
each month Just think of the con
fort you're missing by not having *

gas range.

Newport News
Gas Co.

< »nie« Cor. 31st. and «VasülngtoS
avenue. Roth phones No. 14. Now-
port News, Va.

VIRGINIA TRANSFER
And Storage Go.

Successor to

VIRGINIA TRANSPORTATION
COMPANY.

HAULING
PROMPTLY DONS

From aPARCEL
fo An ENGINE
FREIGHT. BAGGAGE, FURNI¬
TURE AND SAFRS, CARE¬
FULLY AND PROMPTLY
MOVED.

REASONABLE RATES

YOU.
wtmt frei satisfied uaiegs yoa

awe

HOME PRODUCTS!
Call for M Ur!»«»l HoSWO

Killed Reef. Veal and Pit*.
Can aap» c'ally far

M. Levinson's
Virgil»'« Cored Kama, BassaMOM
and ivsa


